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Reformer denounces America’s drug prohibition

By SABRINA ROJAS WEISS
Contributing Writer

Calling America’s drug prohibition policies
“ineffective,” Ethan Nadelmann, head of the
drug policy and research institute the
Lindesmith Center, offered his own pragmat-
ic alternative for reducing the harmful effects
of drug abuse in our society in a lecture last
night at the Law School.

Nadelmann’s talk, “The Case Against
Prohibition: Drugs, Politics, and Policy after
the Election,” was co-sponsored by the
Columbia chapters of the Federalist Society
and the American Civil Liberties Union.

In a world that increasingly emphasizes

inclusiveness and elimination of discrimina-
tion, Nadelmann called attitudes and policies
toward drug users “the last respectable preju-
dice in America,” arguing that the same prin-
ciples of bodily integrity used in defending
abortion and homosexual rights should apply
to drug users.

“The war on drugs is fundamentally mis-
guided. . .it is increasingly costly, it is remark-
ably counterproductive, and it's immoral,”
Nadelmann said.

According to Nadelmann, the war on
drugs has resulted in many negative conse-
quences mainly affecting America’s poor,
including an increase in crack use, drug-relat-
ed AIDS infection, and the number of people
in prison.
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